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Seventy Years of the New York Times Describing Saudi Royals as Reformers
By : Abdullah Al-Arian 

In honor of Thomas Friedman's latest love letter to the ruling dynasty in Saudi Arabia, here is seventy years worth of the New York Times describing the royal family as reformers.
1953:


The article describes King Saud as “more progressive and international-minded than his autocratic father.”
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EXTENSIVE REFORM

New King Plans to UseNation's
Oil Income to Finance Social
and Economic Measures

By WELLES HANGEN"
Special to THE NEW YORK TIMES,

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia, Dec. 5
—Saudi Arabia is preparing to em-
bark on an ambitious program for
channeling her large oil revenues
into productive economic and so-
cial reform.

More progressive and interna-
tional-minded than his autocratic
father, whom he succeeded last
month, 51-year-old King Saud Tbn
Abdul Aziz is intent on fashioning
a governmental organization to
enable his desert kingdom to make
better use of the vast wealth that
has flooded its treasury in the last

" |six years.

The new monarch believes pri-
mary education must be expanded,





1957:


This piece does not refer to Saudi Arabia specifically, but it is an incredible headline nevertheless.
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ARCHIVES 1957

The Mideast,
Changing Yet
Unchanged; In this
troubled crossroads
of the ancient and
modern worlds
human nature
continues to act out
the old drama of
hatred and conflict.

By HANSON W. BALDWIN JAN. 13, 1957




1960:


“King Saud has increasingly assumed the role of liberal champion of constitutional reform.”

Note: The Saudi constitution was adopted by royal decree in 1992.
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- King Saud Crown Prince Faisal

|

net's approval. But now the press, it is believed to be still
's| King has chosen to disregard a distant prospect. Municipal
a|this in giving his son Prince elections in Jidda, Riyadh and
of| Saad a concession. Dammam would probably be the
al Another aspect of the refin--first step.
d|ery problem is that the Ara-| In what seemed an attempt
hi bian - American Oil Company to counter this aspect of the

(ARAMCQ) considers that the King's appeal to the Saudi pub-
to! King's decree violates the terms lic, Prince Faisal gave an inter-
>d|of the concession under which view to the newspaper An-
n{it now refines and distributes Nadwah this week. l
lo'pil  products - used in the He asserted that the Govern-

il(ingdom. 'ment “has a plan" to introduce
r-j

Saud Champlons Reform new elements into the exlstmgi
of| ) o . h advisory council, He said he|
n-|  In his efforts to reassert the honeq the plan would be “im-|
L},"authorxt)' he has lost to hlS!plen]ented very soon."” |
eriprother, King Saud has increas-| Prince Faisal also tackled the:
Yiingly assumed the role of liberalicritics who charge him with
champion of constitutional re-|concentrating in his own hands|
15/ form. As reflected in inspired|more authority than he can ef-
1 newspaper articles, such reformifectively exercise, considering,
es\would presumably bripg mer-|particularly, his poor health,

it.ichants, professional men and| He said he had “sacrificed my
t-|other notables outside the royai|health in the service of my
ce/family into an enlarged consul-|country and King,” but would]
a-tative council. welcome ‘“competent help to!
st!  While formation of a parlla-loccupy important positions in;
°t.iment has been discussed in thelthe state.”
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1962:


“The Oil Genie and the Sheikh” offers a tour of Gulf palaces that marvels at their “gilded furniture of impressive ugliness.” Here is also a page from the photo spread of Oman and Bahrain with the caption “'heaven on earth'—air-conditioned palaces, Cadillacs, girls.”
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The 0il Genie
And the Sheikh

0il has made dreams come true
for Persian Gulf rulers—and aroused
sharp envy in their neighbors.

By DAVID HOLDEN

HE progress of a poor man from
rags to riches commonly arouses

envy among his neighbors and
troudle in the poor man's breast. That,
more or less, is whal it happening today
from end to end of the Persian Gulf,
where some of the poorest iulers in the
world have suddenly become some of
the richest—and their neighbors have
remained as poor as ever.

Only fifteen years ago. the Lliny
Sheikhdom of Kuwail was a typical
Gulf fishing town of mud huts, with
a couple of mud-walled palaces for the
ruler ana his relatives. Now Kuwait
is the fourth-largest oil producer in
the world (after the United States,
Russia and Venezuela) with an annual
income of more than $500,000,000. And
ever since Sheikh Abdullah el Salem
¢l Sabbah last summer proclaimed Ku-
wail’s formal independence after sixty-
three yecars as a British protectorate,
his neighbor, Premier Abdul Karim
Kassim of Traq, has been threatening to
annex the sheikhdom, and its oil, caus-
ing Sheikh Abdullah to appeal once
more to the British for their protec-
tion.

For the sheikhs of the Persian Gulf,
such intrusions of twentieth-century
realities are an unwelcome reminder

SOIL OF TH

produces are

moved from the earthly splendors of
the tales of the Arabian nights—a
place of infinite luxury and relaxation,
with pretty girls and green fields,
marble palaces and spiashing fountains,
feasting and contentment, a happy
contrast to the arid realities of the
desert. The sheikhs of Kuwait have
found themselves, suddenly, in the
happy position of being able to buy a
heaven on earth.

New air-conditioned palaces they
have built for themselves, with all the
refinements that the Western world
can supply, with painted ceilings and
crystal chandeliers, carpeted halls of
immense size and gilded furniture of
impressive ugliness, Their feasts are
served on the best English china, with
orange juice in cut-glass goblets—for
the rulers of the Gulf must observe,
publicly at least, the Moslem prohibi-
tion on alcohol.

Cadillacs and Mercedes by the score
have accumulated in their garages, and
almost as many girls have found their
way into some of their harems. In the
summer they fly away to cool villas in
the green hills of Lebanon, or to the
sumpluous hotels of Europe, often
trailing behind them princely gifts of

old watches and diamond bracelets,
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way of life differs fittle from that of their ancestors. Here, & comel caravan awaits the opening of a market in Muscat and Omen.

MARCH 1, 1962



 

1963:


During the so-called “Arab Cold War” the United States supported the Saudi royal family as a bulwark against Nasserism. This piece celebrates Crown Prince Faisal’s “burst of social reform and economic development.”
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FAISAL BOLSTERS
SAUDI MONARCHY

Prince's Reforms _Said to
: Give Regime New Life

By DANA ADAMS SCHMIDT
Special to The New York Times

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia, Dec.
13 —Crown Prince Faisal has
given the monarchy a new lease
on life in Saudi Arabia. To put
it differently, the threat im-
plicit in President Gamal Abdel
Nasser's campaign in Yemen
has galvanized Prince Faisal
and the men around him into
a burst of social reform and
economic development.

Some of the leading men of
the realm concede today that a
year ago they were frightened.

men, Egyptian planes had
bombed Saudi towns and Egyp-
tian warships had bombed our
coast,” one said.

“In February Egyptian planes
dropped arms on the Medina
road, mortars and automatic
weapons enough for 1,500 men.
It looked as if it was leading

i up to a rising.”

! “In those days when I woke

‘ up at night and heard a lot of
cars and trucks outside,” the of-
ficial said, "anything seemed
possible. Perhaps if Nasser had
struck then with his air force
he might have won — just as
Hitler might have won if he
had tried to invade Britain in
the summer of 1940."”

"B‘l‘lt nothing _nappened," he




1963:


“With his older brother no longer looking over his shoulder . . .”
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Prince's Reforms _Said to
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By DANA ADAMS SCHMIDT
Special to The New York Times
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It looked as if it was leading

i up to a rising.”

! “In those days when I woke

‘ up at night and heard a lot of
cars and trucks outside,” the of-
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1964:


“He is a man who has gained nearly absolute power without really wanting it.”
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Faisal Modernizes But With

Caution

00

By DANA ADAMS SCHMIDST; RIYADH.
NOVEMBER 1, 1964

CROWN PRINCE FAISAL of Saudi Arabia is the
only ruler in the Arab Middle East who can
stand up to Egypt's President Nasser. He is a
traditionalist who has headed off Nasserite
revolution by carrying out his own program of
reform. He cleared the decks for the fight for the
survival of his family as rulers of Saudi Arabia
by pushing aside his incompetent brother, King
Saud, in a bloodless coup d'etat last March.

All the strings of power in this desert capital are
grasped firmly in his hand. Nothing gets done in
the kingdom without Faisal; on the other hand,
a good deal is getting done with him. He is a
man who has gained nearly absolute power
without really wanting it. He would much rather
have left things as his father, King Abd el Aziz
Ibn Saud, intended them, with brother Saud on

the throne but dealing primarily with domestic
L A, PRURSRNE (§ oy | e o mopogrepmy g BT LT T,




1964:


In this article, King Faisal is described as “ascetic, with only one wife, who lives on grilled meat and boiled vegetables and makes a fetish of moderation.”
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SAUDI ARABIA: MAJOR
CHANGES DUE
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By DANA ADAMS SCHMIDT; Special to The New York Times
NOVEMBER 8, 1964

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia, Nov. 7—Saudi Arabia's
extravagant, selfindulgent and ailing King Saud
has now been swept off the throne because he
stood in the way of the efforts of the most
intelligent member of the Saud family to insure
the survival of the family as rulers of Saudi
Arabia.

That most intelligent of the Saud family is
Saud's younger brother Faisal, aged fifty-eight
and ascetic, with only one wife, who lives on
grilled meat and boiled vegetables and makes a
fetish of moderation. He believes in building
roads and irrigation projects and factories, but
on a balanced budget. He believes in relaxing
the tight discipline of Wahabi puritanism, but
without offending the old Sheikhs. He promises
constitutional reform but within the framework
of the Koran.

King Faisal, who this week took the title of King
as well as the authority, is in almost absolute
control of a country with a population of about

six million. aEEEEE——




1975:


An obituary reads, “Faisal, Rich and Powerful, Led Saudis Into 20th Century."
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1975:


Faisal’s successor, King Khalid, was a “moderating force.”
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SAUDI KING NANES
HS NEW CABINET

l
A Coliective Leadership Is;:
Established as Main Roya! ]

Factions Are included ;

By JUAN de ONIS ;
Eoecisl 10 The New York Témes )
RIYADH, Saudi Arabia,!
March 29—A new collective |
leadership took office today,
in Saudi Arzbla under Kingi
Khalid, the successor to thel
late King Faisal, whose perso-
nal rule was unchalienged.

By roya) decree, King Khalid
appointed a new Council of
Ministers in which the two
principal factions in the ro a!l
family are both represented— |
one led by Crown Prince Fahd |
ibn Ahdel Aziz, and the other:
by Prince Abdallah bin Abdel|
Aziz, the commander of the|
National Guard,

‘King Khalid, who is a moder-
ating force, retained the titular
position of Premier for himself. !
He appointed Crown Pri n_ce}

e
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This fawmaking body would!
be made up of pro:‘essional.l
business, tnbal and religious
leaders, who wold be appnint-i
ed by royal decres as 3 wayi
of hroadening participation inj
public affairs by thnse nutsidel
the roval family. |

- Prepared by Faisal ’

The mave, supported by
Crown Prince Fahd, was being
gtcpared by King Faisal beforei

is death, and is regarded as
a way of modernizing govern-
mental organization. ‘

Saudi Arabia. the richest ofi
the oil-exporting  countries.’
with an income of over §27.}
bilhon last year, is stoivingi
to develop industry, extend so-|
cial services and raise the leveil
of education of ils five million
people, who are moving from
the tribal ways of a nomadi
society to & modern nation. |

Palitical reform has nat heen!
a public issue here, and there!
are neither political parties nory
cohesive  intellectual move-
ments challenging the mon-
archy. But with close to a
million boys and girls in prima-?
ry schools and thousands of;
students being graduated fromi
high schools abroad, there is
growing public discussion ofj
national issues and a potential}
pressure for wider participation:
i in government.

- 1

renerotett.

- ,




1975:


Two more reform-themed headlines from 1975, including one on “planting the seeds of a parliamentary system in the kingdom.”

[image: image13.jpg]Saudis to Form a Council In Step to
Political Reform

JIDDA, Saudi Arabia, April 3--Saudi Arabia has decided to
set up a national deliberative body, called the Consultative

Council, to plant the seeds of a parliamentary system in the
kingdom, senior officials said this week.

April 4, 1975 - By ERIC PACE Special to The New York Times - The New
York Times - article

In Reform, Saudis Allow Aliens U.S.-
Style School

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia The Government is promoting an
international school system to meet the increase in the
number of children of Western contractors, advisers and
technicians entering the kingdom.

June 7, 1975 - By JUAN de ONIS Special to The New York Times - The
New York Times - article




1979:


An epic lede here from 1979: “His black Trans-Am sports car creeps along the Corniche Road on the edge of the Red Sea. To the left, skyscrapers jab into the humid air, a sight made more impressive by the desolation surrounding the ancient city of Jidda.”
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By Thomas Ferris

is black Trans-Am

Sports car creeps along

the Corniche Road on

the edge of the Red Sea.

To the left, skyscrapers

Jab into the humid air. a

sight made more impres-

sive by the desolation sur-

rounding the ancient city of Jidda.

Blaring homns mark one of the four

daily rush hours. Absent-mindedly,

Ahmed honks his horn, too, though he's

not in a hurry. He's in a fine mood. Not

in the least concerned, for example,

that there are those who talk about

. - today’s Saudi Arabia as though it were

tomorrow's Iran. This 17-year-old has

just returned from a two-month visit to

England and excitedly relates the busi-
ness deals he has been cooking up.

Like a child in a candy store with his
pocket full of coins, Ahmed wants
everything. Brown eyes light up his
plump, fair-skinned face, and his white
headdress and black rings shake as he
emphasizes the possibilities. “'A series
of car washes,” he says. *'Do you know
how muck money I could make? Maybe
those places where you clean clothes,
what do you call them? Yes, dry clean-
ers. Or car-repair shops.” His mind
races. Grocery stores. A car dealer-
ship. A construction business. Furni-
ture shops. Appliances. Travel agen-
cies. A gymnasium,

In Saudi Arabia 1979, these are not
idle dreams. Any of them could come
true. Perhaps all of them. The kingdom
might be the best place on earth for a
teen-age male to be growing up. Ex-
cluding women and Bedouins, there are

about two million Saudis who have a
hand in controlling and sharing more
than $100 million a day in oil profits and
a staggering $56 billion in capital hold-
ings, as well as more than one-quarter
of the world’s proven il reserves.

At the least, a Saudi is guaranteed a
comfortable life; at best, he could earn
fabulous wealth. Carnegies and Rocke-
fellers would be envious. They lived in a

time when circumstances allowed them

to amass fortunes and shape their coun-

try’s destiny, but Ahmed'’s generation

is even better placed. By sheer luck,

N Saudi Arabia has been plucked from a

. desert of isolation and handed what is

b probably the biggest national windfall
Y in history.

As more than v D
$100 million aday .oy o

Theirs is a kingdom jumping from the

m’s im fhe Mlddleustomezlsl century withina

few deca a wasteland suddenly of

a country, the young . imorerce o ve wes, i ar-
: men of Saudi Arabia o ,’;n"&l‘:'.‘.m“":“"
_are hustling fo get iincor:mueardi s Lo

ﬂnir slwre.

<doomsday fore- (Continued on Page 26)

Thomas Ferris is the news editor of the
English language Saudi Gazette in
Jidda. He has been living in Saudi Ara-
bia for a year and a haf.
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1982:


“King Fahd has been depicted as the leading figure in a progressive, modernizing faction within the tradition-minded monarchy.”
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An Arabic proverb - "Good health may
result from illnesses" - was recalled once by 5 ...
the new Saudi King, Fahd ibn Abdel Aziz Al = e
Saud, after a time of trouble - the 3] SHARE
November 1979 seizure of the Grand E e
Mosque in Mecca by Moslem militants. =
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Disagreements within the Saudi royal family tend to be
veiled, but rumors have circulated in the past that King
Fahd's half-brothers, Prince Abdullah and Prince
Mohammed, opposed his rise and his choice by King
Khalid in 1975 to be Crown Prince.

King Fahd has been depicted as the leading figure in a
progressive, modernizing faction within the tradition-
minded monarchy. Prince Abdullah, whom he elevated
from Deputy Prime Minister and National Guard
commander to the post of Crown Prince, has been
described as more traditional and conservative.

William Quandt, a Brookings Institution senior fellow,
has written: "Periods of stress seem to bring the senior
princes closer together, rather than to exacerbate their
differences." One of Seven Favored Sons

Further, King Fahd is leader and oldest of the "Sudeiri
Seven," sons of King Ibn Saud, Saudi Arabia's founder,
by Hassa bint Ahmad al-Sudeiri, reportedly Ibn Saud's
favorite among his 300 wives.

King Fahd was born in 1922; Sultan, Minister of
Defense, was born in 1924; Abdel-Rahman, a
businessman, in 1926; Nayef, Minister of Interior, 1933;
Turki, former Deputy Defense Minister who went into

TMi1cinoace 100 A Qalmnn (AAY7aTrNn AT r\! Rivvadh 1006& arnAd




1991-1992:


Operation Desert Storm and the mobilization of US troops to the kingdom placed Saudi reform under more of a spotlight, as made clear in these headlines featuring “major political changes,” “modernizers,” “governmental reform,” “and other political reforms.”

[image: image16.jpg]SAUDIS SHUFFLING CABINET
SLIGHTLY

After months of speculation in Saudi Arabia about major
political changes, the Government has announced a Cabinet
shuffle that has startled Saudis and diplomats in its limited
scope and caution. The changes were announced in a
statement on Thur...

Aug. 6, 1991 - By JUDITH MILLER - The New York Times - World - article

Dhahran Journal; Arid Times Now for

Saudi Arabia's Modernizers

It was just a little item that appeared recently on the front
page of The Saudi Gazette, proclaiming that from now on,
flight attendants on the national airline would cover their
heads with a veil and lengthen their dresses to reach their
ankles. ...

Nov. 1, 1991 - By YOUSSEF M. IBRAHIM - The New York Times - World -
article

Saudi King Plans Governmental Reform

King Fahd of Saudi Arabia has announced a series of
changes in the Government to take place by January,
including the formation of a council of Saudi citizens with
whom the royal family is to consult in ruling the country,
the introduction of a wr...

Nov. 8, 1991 - By YOUSSEF M. IBRAHIM - The New York Times - World -
article

King Fahd Pledges Changes in Saudi
Government

King Fahd of Saudi Arabia announced on Monday night
that laws permitting the creation of a consultative council
and other political reforms would be introduced in
February, the Saudi Information Minister, Ali al-Shaer, said
in Riyadh. The King c...

Jan. 1, 1992 - By YOUSSEF M. IBRAHIM - The New York Times - World -

article EEEE——




1992:


Despite prior reports on the ebb and flow of the fortunes of reformers, the appearance of continuity remained crucial: “In making the changes, King Fahd is following previous generations of Saudi rulers who had also moved toward modernization since King Abdelaziz united a vast territory populated by feuding tribal leaders into the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 60 years ago.”

             [image: image17.jpg]SAUDI KING ISSUES DECREES TO REVISE
GOVERNING SYSTEM

By YOUSSEF M. IBRAHIM,
Published: March 2, 1992

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia, March 1—In  ® 7= I‘
W TWITTER
a series of decrees speeding modernization, & ...

King Fahd announced a new Constitution EMAL

today that begins to decentralize power in =~ & s#=e
the kingdom and establishes a bill of rights S S
for the first time.

@ REPRINTS

The centerpiece of the new program, as expected, was
the creation of a Consultative Council that is to confer
with and advise the Cabinet and propose and review
laws. Within six months the King is to choose 60 Saudi
citizens to be Council members. They will advise the
Cabinet, which passes laws. Members of the Saudi royal
family hold the most important Cabinet positions.

\
M ]

¥

The changes, which King Fahd made in decrees issued
today, go beyond what was expected in significantly
revising the way the King is chosen and in establishing
guarantees of personal freedoms. King Retains Most
Power

Foreign diplomats here pointed out that the system
decreed by the King is not meant to introduce Western-
style democracy in Saudi Arabia and that it leaves major

foreign and domestic policy decisions in the hands of the
King. Nevertheless, the new system represents an
enormous shift for this traditionally conservative nation

and its ruling family, whose members have held power
since the country's founding in 1932.

Although the King names the members of the new
Council, and although the Council cannot overrule the
Cabinet without the King's approval, the establishment
of the new body opens up a forum for discussion of
policy and creates an institution that could
counterbalance the royal family's power. Until now law
and pohcy had been the sole Rreserve of the King, senior



      [image: image18.jpg]Although the new laws do not specifically mention the
status of Saudi women, the measures protecting
individual liberties will likely diminish the harassment
of women in public places by people with
fundamentalist beliefs. Women who go to public
restaurants and shopping centers with their families
have often been subjected to criticism for such actions.

The laws are not only intended to restrict the right of the
Government to arrest, punish or spy on its citizens, but
are also intended extend similar protections to the
estimated 4 million to 5 million expatriate workers here.

Article 37 states: "Private homes have their sanctity.
They cannot be entered without permission of their
owners and cannot be searched except if there is a legal
requirement to do so."

In making the changes, King Fahd is following previous
generations of Saudi rulers who had also moved toward
modernization since King Abdelaziz united a vast
territory populated by feuding tribal leaders into the
kingdom of Saudi Arabia 60 years ago. King Abdelaziz,
who ruled until 1953, authorized American oil
companies to develop the country's underground wealth
against opposition from conservatives.

King Faisal, who ruled from 1964 to 1975, introduced
telephones, television and education for girls. King
Khalid, who then ruled until 1982, and King Fahd
oversaw the exploitation of the kingdom's oil wealth, the
expansion of a private sector and a generation of Saudis
who started traveling abroad to be educated in the West.

Photo: King Fahd announcing a new constitution
yesterday in Riyadh. (Associated Press) (pg. A1) Chart:
"Remodeling the Kingdom With a Touch of Democracy"
The King He retains supreme power, but the process of
choosing a King is revised. A new King will be chosen by
the equivalent of an electoral college of royal family

princes. Also, the Kingasdllhaxetharight to appoint or



 

1996:


Thomas Friedman makes his first appearance, lauding King Fahd as a “bulldozer” in tackling political problems on behalf of the United States.
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Help Wanted: Bulldozers
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By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN
OCTOBER 23, 1996

My favorite moment during the San Diego
Presidential debate was when, with only 14
minutes to go before the close, the moderator,
Jim Lehrer, scanned the audience and
plaintively asked: "Does anybody have a foreign-
affairs question?"

Clearly foreign affairs was not on the minds of
this gathering of "average Americans." But do
not fret, fellow foreign-policy wonks, for I have a
prediction: Four years from now, in the Al Gore-
Christine Todd Whitman Presidential debates,
foreign policy will loom very large.

Here's why: President Clinton has had it oh so
lucky these past four years. In the major U.S.
foreign-policy arenas -- except China -- Mr.
Clinton was blessed by having local leaders who
were huge bulldozers ready to effectively tackle
the really hard issues and to do it in a way that
defused them as political problems for the
President. They were Boris Yeltsin, Yitzhak
Rabin, Helmut Kohl, King Fahd and, oddly
enough, Bob Dole. It was precisely because Mr.

Clinton had th e=rremeiesr———r| 0 zcrs on the




2000:


“Saudi Heir Urges Reform, and Turn From US”

                 [image: image20.jpg]= EheNeworkEimes @
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Saudi Heir Urges Reform, and
Turn From U.S.

00

By SUSAN SACHS
DECEMBER 4, 2000

After a life spent in the shadows of a monarchy
known for its caution and calculation, Crown
Prince Abdullah, the de facto ruler of Saudi
Arabia, has emerged as a voice sharply critical of
American policy in the Middle East and an
advocate of domestic reform.

At an age when many men would settle for a
peaceful retirement, the 77-year-old heir to the
throne has gathered up the reins of power
during the protracted illness of his half-brother,
King Fahd, and pointed his nation toward an
unprecedented engagement with the outside
world.

This venture into uncharted territory comes at a
particularly unsettled time both in the region
and at home, where economic troubles have
made the ruling family especially vulnerable to

popular comp] srres=remrr————ding habits



      [image: image21.jpg]"We cannot sit by ourselves and say we don't
need others," said Prince Turki bin Muhammad,
the undersecretary for political affairs in the
Saudi Foreign Ministry and a nephew of the
crown prince. "We are part of the international
community. We have to live and work with it."

Saudi leaders have talked for years of creating
more jobs for young people, weaning private
business from government contracts and
diversifying the economy. An unexpected plunge
in oil prices in 1998 -- they fell to about one-
third of their present levels -- gave the promises
new impetus. But it took a commitment from
Crown Prince Abdullah, Saudi officials said, to
drive the government to cut the budget and seek
foreign investment in job-intensive projects.
Although oil prices have rebounded, they added,
his interest in reform has not flagged. "We are in
the process of inventing ourselves," said one
aide to an influential Saudi prince. ""All the
indications are that we are opening. But what
are the consequences? We will have to deal with
it as it comes."




2002:


Shortly after the attacks of 11 September 2001, Friedman models “2 futures” for Saudi Arabia, concluding “Which school would I bet on? Ask me in five years.”
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1 Country, 2 Futures
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By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN
FEBRUARY 27, 2002

An acquaintance here in Saudi Arabia told me
this story: He was touring the countryside by car
and got slightly lost. He saw a car down the road
and approached it to ask directions, but each
time he drew near, the car sped away.
Eventually he caught up to it, the car pulled
over, and a terrified driver jumped out to flee: it
was a Saudi woman dressed like a man. In a
country where it is illegal for women to drive,
that's the only way for a lady to get behind the
wheel.

This story is a good reminder that not
everything here operates in real life as it appears
on paper -- which is what makes predicting
Saudi Arabia's future a very inexact science. As
such, I've concluded that there are two possible
models for Saudi Arabia's future. I call them the
"Soviet school" and the "China school."”

The Soviet schoglarguesthat Saudi Arabia is an



      [image: image23.jpg]Finally, like China's rulers, the Saudi ruling elite
knows how to stay in power and will do
whatever it takes to do so. In China's case that
meant bringing capitalists into the Communist
Party and crushing students at Tiananmen, and
in Saudi Arabia's case it will mean confronting
the radical Islamists -- just as the al-Sauds did
before when they wanted to introduce radio,
television and women's education. Like China's
leaders, the Saudi monarchy can garner support
from members of the middle class -- not only by
buying them off, but also by arguing that the
alternative to its rule would be chaos or
extremists.

The China school dismisses the idea that Saudi
Arabia will collapse in five years. It notes,
instead, that for 50 years, someone has come
out with a study every five years that says Saudi
Arabia has only five more years.

Which school would I bet on? Ask me in five
years.



 

2003:


Luckily, we would not have to wait that long. On eve of US invasion of Iraq, Friedman makes the case that war “could drive reform in the Arab/Muslim world.”
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By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN
MARCH 9, 2003

I went to President Bush's White House news
conference on Thursday to see how he was
wrestling with the momentous issue of Iraq.
One line he uttered captured all the things that
are troubling me about his approach. It was
when he said: "When it comes to our security,
we really don't need anybody's permission."

The first thing that bothered me was the phrase,
"When it comes to our security . . ." Fact: The
invasion of Iraq today is not vital to American
security. Saddam Hussein has neither the
intention nor the capability to threaten America,
and is easily deterrable if he did.

This is not a war of necessity. That was
Afghanistan. Iraq is a war of choice -- a
legitimate choice to preserve the credibility of
the U.N., which Saddam has defied for 12 years,
and to destroy his tyranny and replace it with a
decent regime that could drive reform in the
Arab/Muslim world. That's the real case.

The problem that Mr. Bush is having with the
legitimate critics of this war stems from his

consistent exaggeration on this point. When Mr.
Bush takes a w o o ———1 < 1t into a



     [image: image25.jpg]So here's where we are. Regime change in Iraq is
the right choice for Iraq, for the Middle East and
for the world. Mr. Bush is right about that. But
for now, this choice may be just too hard to sell.
If the president can't make his war of choice the
world's war of choice right now, we need to
reconsider our options and our tactics. Because
if Mr. Bush acts unilaterally, I fear America will
not only lose the chance of building a decent
Iraq, but something more important --
America's efficacy as the strategic and moral
leader of the free world.



 

2005:


“For Abdullah, who has fashioned himself as a reformer in a land where conforming to tradition is a virtue, the challenge now is to make good on longstanding promises for change.”
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Saudis' Leader Is Dead,
Ending 23-Year Reign
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By HASSAN M. FATTAH and MICHAEL SLACKMAN
AUGUST 2, 2005

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia, Aug. 1 - King Fahd bin
Abdel Aziz al-Saud, Saudi Arabia's long-ailing
monarch who oversaw one of the country's
greatest periods of growth while underwriting
the spread of fiercely conservative Islam abroad,
died Monday morning in the Saudi capital,
ending a 23-year reign.
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The transition of power in one of America's
most strategically important allies on Monday
occurred with few surprises. With Prince
Abdullah acting as the de facto regent already,
the most critical succession was complete in all
but name, analysts said. The rise of Prince
Sultan bin Abdel Aziz al-Saud, the long-serving
minister of defense and aviation, as crown
prince, meanwhile, also proceeded as planned,
leaving little in the way of uncertainty.

There was a message of continuity to be
delivered in that efficiency -- an assurance that
there would not be any major changes in
international or domestic policies. Saudi
officials said they expected that, if anything,
relations with the United States might grow
closer, because the new king has a warm
relationship with President Bush.

For Abdullah, who has fashioned himself as a
reformer in a land where conforming to
tradition is a virtue, the challenge now is to
make good on longstanding promises for
change. In his nine years as the de facto ruler of
the country, he pushed for changes that
included the nation's first popular elections,
which were held this year to elect local councils.



 

2007:


Employing its narrative of reform as a product of fits and starts, this article reports on “stalled” reforms before listing the ways in which “some change has occurred.”
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Middle East

After Saudis’ First Steps,
Efforts for Reform Stall
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Rabah al-Daheri, left, the leader of the Jidda City Council in Saudi
Arabia, with fellow councilmen. The council was created two years
ago.

TAMARA ABDUL HADI FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

By HASSAN M. FATTAH
APRIL 26, 2007

JIDDA, Saudi Arabia — It was a scene to warm
the heart of any democrat. Here in this
autocratic kingdom, elected city councilmen
vowed to stand up for poor fishermen and ask
the government to ensure that a large section of
seafront on which a new university is planned be
left accessible (oot



      [image: image29.jpg]In 2005, the government held elections for new
city council bodies, allowing for half the 14
members of each council to be elected by the
local population and the rest to be appointed by
the government.

Some change has occurred. The country’s
dreaded vice police force has been forced to tone
itself down, and women have seen some of the
most overbearing restrictions on day-to-day life
eased, though they are still forbidden to do
things most women take for granted, like
driving. King Abdullah has also put into effect
an important constitutional change that
provides for senior members of the royal family
to elect a crown prince from among candidates
named by the next king.

Some laws pertaining to public gatherings and
criminal procedures were also changed, Mr.
Alim said. The city council elections, meanwhile,
proved to be a symbolic step that has
encouraged more Saudis to step forward and
complain, council members say.

Still, many political reform efforts have slowed
considerably, if not come to a halt, advocates
say. As the fruits of high oil prices flooded the




       [image: image30.jpg]King Abdullah — at the time, the crown prince
— set out on a campaign for change,
spearheading national dialogues, beginning new
programs and popularizing the language of
reform. The environment reinvigorated
campaigners throughout the country who began
openly calling for political change.



 

2007:


Another piece about a land of contradictions: “The (Not So) Eagerly Modern Saudi.”
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The (Not So) Eagerly Modern
Saudi

Saudi Arabia - Globalization - Oil -

Modernization - Islam

IMAGINE Atop the Kingdom Tower in Riyadh, a modern future
seems near. But many Saudis wonder about the cost.
SHAWN BALDWIN FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

By MICHAEL SLACKMAN
MAY 6, 2007

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia

SAUDI ARABIA, home of Islam’s holiest sites,
flush with oil revenue, and increasingly the most
influential player among Arab countries, has
long resisted changing its ultratraditional ways.
Now the intrusions of global economics and

technology have begun to challenge some

L | e .
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a sequel. The questions have covered wide
ground — women in the work force, religious
attitudes, bird flu. The channel, Al Ekhbariya,
for the first time in decades has allowed a
woman to read the news.

When King Abdullah assumed the throne two
years ago, there was great anticipation he would
speed up social and political reform. But he
needs consensus among various power bases —
notably his extended family, which includes
princes in line for the throne who are politically
aligned with religious conservatives.

That is one reason the government
simultaneously supports the most radical
religious elements while also trying to chip away
at their efforts.
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“Saudi King Tries to Grow Modern Ideas in Desert”
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Saudi King Tries to Grow
Modern Ideas in Desert
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The construction site for the King Abdullah University of Science
and Technology, Saudi Arabia’s effort to build its own M.L.T.
BRYAN DENTON FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

By THANASSIS CAMBANIS
OCTOBER 26, 2007

JIDDA, Saudi Arabia, Oct. 25 — On a marshy
peninsula 50 miles from this Red Sea port, King
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia is staking $12.5 billion
on a gargantuan bid to catch up with the West in
science and technology.

Between an oil refinery and the sea, the
monarch is building from scratch a graduate
research institution that will have one of the 10

largest endowments in the worldi worth more

alk v e~ L7



      [image: image34.jpg]Old-fashioned values even seeped into the
carefully staged groundbreaking ceremony on
Sunday for King Abdullah’s new university, at
which organizers distributed an issue of the
magazine The Economist with a special
advertisement for the university wrapped
around the cover. State censors had physically
torn from each copy an article about Saudi legal
reform titled “Law of God Versus Law of Man,”
leaving a jagged edge.

Despite the obstacles, the king intends to make
the university a showcase for modernization.
The festive groundbreaking and accompanying
symposium about the future of the modern
university were devised partly as a recruiting
tool for international academics.




2009:


Apparently, a cabinet reshuffle can sometimes be reform.

[image: image35.jpg]= EheNeworkEimes 2

Middle East

Saudi King Dismisses 2
Officials in a Shuffle
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By ROBERT F. WORTH
FEBRUARY 14, 2009

BEIRUT, Lebanon — The king of Saudi Arabia
dismissed two powerful religious figures
Saturday, as part of a government shuffle that
appeared aimed at reforming the kingdom’s
hard-line religious establishment.

King Abdullah removed the chief of the feared
religious police and a conservative cleric who
declared last fall that it was permissible to kill
the owners of television stations that broadcast
immoral content, the Saudi Press Agency
reported. Also, for the first time in the kingdom,
he appointed a woman to serve as a deputy
cabinet minister, choosing a respected
technocrat who will preside over girls’
education.

The changes are seen as an effort to moderate
the power of hard-line clerics in Saudi Arabia’s
religious estab ehrrrresm—————- | J s




2009:


This editorial welcomes the reshuffle.
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EDITORIAL

A Promise of Reform in Saudi

Arabia
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FEBRUARY 25, 2009

Saudi Arabia is notoriously change-averse, but
four years after assuming the crown, King
Abdullah may finally be ready to fulfill his
promise to lead his country toward greater
tolerance and modernity.

We welcome his decision to name several
reformers to top posts in his government — and
his even more surprising decision to oust certain
hard-line leaders of the country’s powerful
religious establishment. We hope it means that
Saudi Arabia will soon grant full civil and legal
rights to women and all who reside in the
kingdom.

Most of the attention has centered on the king’s
appointment of the first female deputy minister,
who will focus on women’s education. That is an
important first step. But there is still a very long
way to go before women have anything
approaching equality.

Saudi women need permission from their
husbands or fathers to work, travel, study or

even receive heglib care They capnot drive.




2009:


“More generally, the reform agenda has drawn momentum from King Abdullah’s personal popularity . . .”
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For Saudi Liberals, a Ripple of
Hope in a Sea of Tradition

King Abdullah, 84, appears sincere in his desire to bring more
moderation, but he has opponents within the royal family.

By ROBERT F. WORTH
MARCH 2, 2009

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — Ever since King
Abdullah announced a sweeping cabinet
reshuffle two weeks ago, Saudi liberals have
been in a rare holiday mood. Many have hailed
the changes — including the replacement of
some major conservative figures and the
appointment of the first female deputy minister
— as a “mini-revolution” and proof that the king
is at last willing to tame this country’s hard-line
religious establishment.



      [image: image38.jpg]More generally, the reform agenda has drawn
momentum from King Abdullah’s personal
popularity and a growing public dissatisfaction
with radical religious figures. The radicals had
seemed to pose a real challenge to the royal
family after a group of them mounted a deadly
attack on the Grand Mosque in Mecca in 1979.
Caught off balance, the kingdom’s rulers tried to
outflank their Islamist opponents by imposing
an even more draconian code of public morals.

The radicals’ popularity began to wane in 2003,
when a series of brutal terrorist attacks here
killed Saudis as well as foreigners. At the same
time, public anger at the intolerance of the cane-
wielding religious police has grown, fueled by a
younger generation that is more exposed to the
outside world.




2009:


Announcing that local elections have been delayed for two years, this report nonetheless lauds the king’s reformist intentions before concluding with the following quote: “You have a reform-oriented king trying to push in the direction of reform, but you have a non-reform-oriented structure that is close to impossible to change.”
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Saudis’ Local Elections
Delayed for Two Years

Saudis Delay Local Elections by 2 Years
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By MICHAEL SLACKMAN
MAY 19, 2009

CAIRO — Saudi Arabia’s brief and limited
experiment with electoral democracy has
suffered another setback with an announcement
that the royal family has decided to postpone
local council elections by at least two years.

The Council of Ministers, which is led by King
Abdullah, made the announcement on Monday.
It phrased the decision in positive terms, saying
the government had “extended the mandate” of
the sitting councils by two years so that it could
prepare changes to the law to “expand the
participation of citizens in the management of
local affairs.”



      

[image: image40.jpg]“You have a reform-oriented king trying to push
in the direction of reform, but you have a non-
reform-oriented structure that is close to
impossible to change,” said Shafeeq Ghabra, a
political science professor at Kuwait University.
“That makes for a step forward sometimes, and
many times, it is combined with a step
backward.”




[image: image41.jpg]King Abdullah is popular and has taken what
are considered bold moves to try to speed
reconciliation between modernity and his ultra-
religious, traditional nation. He has ousted from
power some major conservative figures, and he
appointed the first female deputy minister.
While he has absolute authority, he still must
rule by consensus within the family, and there
are forces that oppose his actions.




2010:


Columnist Maureen Dowd offers her reflections from a visit to Riyadh: “Yet by the Saudi’s premodern standards, the 85-year-old King Abdullah, with a harem of wives, is a social revolutionary.”

[image: image42.jpg]= Ehe New YJork Times 2
Opinion
OP-ED COLUMNIST

Loosey Goosey Saudi

Loosey-Goosey Saudi

00 -

MARCH 2, 2010
RIYADH, Saudi Arabia

The Middle Eastern foreign
minister was talking about
Maureen Dowd  enlightened “liberal” trends in his
country, contrasting that with the
benighted “extreme” conservative religious
movement in a neighboring state.

But the wild thing was that the minister was
Prince Saud al-Faisal of Saudi Arabia — an
absolute Muslim monarchy ruling over one of
the most religiously and socially intolerant
places on earth — and the country he deemed
too “religiously determined” and regressive was
the democracy of Israel.

“We are breaking away from the shackles of the
past,” the prince said, sitting in his sprawling,
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[image: image43.jpg]“We are breaking away from the shackles of the
past,” the prince said, sitting in his sprawling,
glinting ranch house with its stable of Arabian
horses and one oversized white bunny. “We are
moving in the direction of a liberal society. What
is happening in Israel is the opposite; you are
moving into a more religiously oriented culture
and into a more religiously determined politics
and to a very extreme sense of nationhood,”
which was coming “to a boiling point.”

“The religious institutions in Israel are
stymieing every effort at peace,” said the prince,
wearing a black-and-gold robe and tinted
glasses.



      

[image: image44.jpg]Yet by the Saudis’ premodern standards, the 85
year-old King Abdullah, with a harem of wives,
is a social revolutionary. The kingdom just
announced a new law that will allow female
lawyers to appear in court for the first time, if
only for female clients on family cases. Last
month, the king appointed the first woman to
the council of ministers. Last year, he opened
the first co-ed university. He has encouraged
housing developments with architecture that
allows families, and boys and girls within
families, to communicate more freely.




2010:


While Saudi society is divided, this article claims the monarch’s sympathies lie with the reformers.
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Rowdha Yousef started a campaign, “My Guardian Knows What's
Best for Me,” which opposes calls for a more liberal approach to
women’s rights in Saudi Arabia.

By KATHERINE ZOEPF
MAY 31, 2010

JIDDA — Roughly two years ago, Rowdha
Yousef began to notice a disturbing trend: Saudi
women like herself were beginning to organize
campaigns for greater personal freedoms.
Suddenly, there were women asking for the right
to drive. 10 choo e+ a2 veil. and to



      [image: image46.jpg]Both sides of the debate tend to claim the king’s
backing. Recent history suggests that the
sympathies of the 85-year-old monarch —
whose feelings are never explicitly outlined in
public — lie with the reformers. If so, he seems
out in front of most of his youthful subjects (an
estimated two-thirds of the 29 million Saudis
are under 25).

The king has appeared in newspaper
photographs alongside Saudi women with
uncovered faces, a situation that was
unimaginable until very recently. Last year, he
appointed a woman to deputy minister rank, a
first for Saudi Arabia. Schools and colleges
remain rigidly segregated by gender, but the
opening last September of a coeducational post-
graduate research university, the King Abdullah
University of Science and Technology, was hotly
debated, even if only about 15 percent of the
nearly 400 students at Kaust, as it is known, are
Saudi.

A senior cleric was fired last October after
criticizing gender mixing at Kaust on a
television call-in show. Two months later,
Sheikh Ahmad al-Ghamdi, the head of Mecca’s
branch of the Committee for the Propagation of
Virtue and the Prevention of Vice, caused a
sensation when he told The Okaz, a newspaper,
that gender mixing was “part of normal life.” In

February, Sheikh Abdul Rabman al-Barrak,




2011:


During the height of the Arab uprisings: "In Saudi Arabia, Royal Funds Buy Peace for now."
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In Saudi Arabia, Royal Funds
Buy Peace for Now

In Saudi Arabia, Royal Funds Buy Peace, for
Now

Former Saudi political prisoners gathered recently in Riyadh to
discuss politics. Some former political prisoners feel embittered by
the public's lack of support.

By NEIL MacFARQUHAR
JUNE 8, 2011

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — As one nation after
another has battled uprisings across the Arab

world, the one gaior countrv spared is also its



      [image: image48.jpg]King Abdullah, 87, is personally widely popular
as a kind of national grandfather. His
government has put in place what Saudi
activists describe as random acts of reform —
like improving elementary school education to
include English and better science.




2012:


“King Faisal, in a rush to modernize his realm, created Saudi state television in the 1960s, and that bold step is widely believed to have led to his assassination.”
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By ALESSANDRA STANLEY
AUGUST 19, 2012

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — Women are driving in
Saudi Arabia.

Not on the streets. That would be illegal. But on
a recent episode of “Hush Hush,” a new comedy
on Saudi state television, a lilac sedan comes to
a halt and a woman climbs out of the driver’s
seat. A group of goofy, lascivious men (three
stooges in red-checked kaffiyehs) try to pick her
up by offering to repair the car. From beneath a
black hijab and opaque abaya, glints of the
woman’s contempt show through. “Who says my
car broke down?” she says coolly. “I'm waiting
for my friend.” A matching Barbie-pink car pulls
up and two women glide away, leaving the Saudi
dolts deflated and agog.




      [image: image50.jpg]Saudi Arabia can seem willfully backward, but it
was one of the first countries in the Middle East
to have television; in the 1950s the oil giant
Aramco brought “I Love Lucy” and “Bonanza” to
its employees. King Faisal, in a rush to
modernize his realm, created Saudi state
television in the 1960s, and that bold step is
widely believed to have led to his assassination
in 1975. One of his nephews was a fanatic who
led an attack on a television station and was
killed in the ensuing police raid. Another
nephew later shot King Faisal at close range,
apparently to avenge his brother’s death.




2012:


The Twitter revolution reaches Saudi shores: “Twitter for us is like a parliament, but not the kind of parliament that exists in this region.”
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By ROBERT F. WORTH
OCTOBER 20, 2012

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — Saudi Arabia did not
have an Arab Spring. But it has had a revolution
of sorts.

Open criticism of this country’s royal family,
once unheard-of, has become commonplace in
recent months. Prominent judges and lawyers
issue fierce public broadsides about large-scale
government corruption and social neglect.
Women deride the clerics who limit their
freedoms. Even the king has come under attack.

All this dissent is taking place on the same
forum: Twitter.

Unlike other media, Twitter has allowed Saudis
to cross social boundaries and address delicate
subjects collectively and in real time, via shared
subject headings like “Saudi Corruption” and
“Political Prisoners,” known in Twitter as
hashtags.

With so many people writing mostly under their
real names — there are some 2.9 million users in

the kingdom, ageakdingtaanakacent study, and



      [image: image52.jpg]“Twitter for us is like a parliament, but not the
kind of parliament that exists in this region,”
said Faisal Abdullah, a 31-year-old lawyer. “It’s a
true parliament, where people from all political
sides meet and speak freely.”

Whether all this talk will lead to real change is
hard to say. Some skeptics see the government’s
unexpected tolerance as a deliberate ploy to let
people blow off steam, not so different from the
billions of dollars the government spent on
social welfare programs last year in the wake of
the Arab uprisings: anything to quell a real
rebellion. In a country where public
entertainment and street life, let alone protests,
scarcely exist, and few people socialize outside
their families, social media fills a crying need.

Still, the sudden lifting of taboos on public
criticism has been remarkable in its own right.
It has revealed, among other things, a striking
depth of anger at the royal family that cuts
across the political spectrum and has led some
Saudis to wonder how long this deeply
conservative and seemingly placid society can
survive without serious reform.




2013:


Reporting from the front lines of the Arab uprisings in Dubai, Friedman calls Saudi King Abdullah “a real progressive” and offers more “data” on the Twitter revolution.
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NOVEMBER 30, 2013

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates —
AND so it turns out that there were
actually two Arab awakenings.

Thomas L. There are the radical revolutions
Friedman you've read about in Tunisia,
Egypt, Syria, Yemen and Libya,

none of which yet have built stable, inclusive
democracies. But then there are the radical
evolutions that you've not read about, playing
out in Saudi Arabia and other Arab Gulf
monarchies. The evolutions involve a subtle but
real shift in relations between leaders and their
people, and you can detect it from even a brief
visit to Saudi Arabia, Dubai and Abu Dhabi. The
Gulf leaders still have no time for one-man, one-
vote democracy. But, in the wake of the Arab
Spring, they’re deeply concerned with their
legitimacy, which they are discovering can no
longer just be bought with more subsidies — or
passed from father to son. So more and more
leaders are inviting their people to judge them
by how well they perform — how well they
improve schools, create jobs and fix sewers —

not just resist Israel or Iran or impose Islam.



      [image: image54.jpg]Saudi Arabia alone produces almost half of all
tweets in the Arab world and is among the most
Twitter- and YouTube-active nations in the
world. By far, those Saudis with the most
Twitter and YouTube followers tend to be
Wahhabi fundamentalist preachers, but gaining
on them are satirists, comedians and
commentators, who poke fun at all aspects of
Saudi society, including — usually indirectly —
the religious establishment, which is no longer
off limits.

King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia, who in Gulf Arab
terms is a real progressive, remains widely
popular, but his government bureaucracy is seen
as unresponsive and too often corrupt. That’s
why Saudi Twitter users have recently created
these Arabic hashtags: “#1f I met the King, I
would tell him”; “#From the people to the King:
education is at risk” and “#What Would You
Like to Say to the Minister of Health?” (after
repeated hospital mishaps).



 

2015:


King Abdullah’s obituary describes him as “a cautious reformer amid great changes in the Middle East.”

[image: image55.jpg]King Abdullah, a Shrewd
Force Who Reshaped Saudi
Arabia, Dies at 90

Abdullah was one of the world’s wealthiest and most
powerful men, but a cautious reformer amid great
changes in the Middle East.

By DOUGLAS MARTIN and BEN HUBBARD  JANUARY 22, 2015

King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia, who came to the
throne in old age and earned a reputation as a
cautious reformer even as the Arab Spring
revolts toppled heads of state and Islamic State
militants threatened the Muslim establishment
that he represented, died on Friday, according
to a statement on state television. He was 9o0.




2015:


Friedman on what messes him up in reporting on Saudi Arabia.
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NOVEMBER 25, 2015

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — Saudi
Arabia is a country that is easier to
write about from afar, where you
can just tee off on the place as a
source of the most austere,
antipluralistic version of Islam —
the most extreme versions of which have been
embraced by the Islamic State, or ISIS. What
messes me up is when I go there and meet
people I really like and I see intriguing
countertrends.

Thomas L.
Friedman




2016: 


Saudi Arabia’s economic revolution offers “tantalizing hints at even broader reforms.”
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Mohammed bin Salman, deputy crown prince of Saudi Arabia,
answered questions at a press conference on Monday.
FAYEZ NURELDINE / AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE — GETTY IMAGES

By THE EDITORIAL BOARD
APRIL 28, 2016

A year after ascending to Saudi Arabia’s
leadership circle, Mohammed bin Salman, the
30-something deputy crown prince, has moved
quickly to revolutionize his country’s economy
in ways that offer tantalizing hints at even
broader reforms. The blueprint he unveiled on
Monday has generated excitement at home and
abroad. The question is whether the

inexperienced P re—mm———)oly powerful




2017:


Saudi reforms include smart robots.
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Saudi Arabia’s Grand Plan to
Move Beyond Oil: Big Goals,
Bigger Hurdles

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, second from right
in foreground, arriving Tuesday at the Future Investment
Initiative in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

By Ben Hubbard and Kate Kelly Oct. 25, 2017

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — Saudi Arabia is
throwing an economic coming-out party of

sorts this weelk-Raskingdbsatiarts to



      [image: image59.jpg]To address these challenges, Prince
Mohammed has proposed a range of changes
under the banner of Saudi Vision 2030 that
would once have been unthinkable: increasing
the number of Saudis in private employment,
including women; soliciting foreign
investment; and selling shares of Saudi
Aramco, the state oil monopoly, to raise capital
to invest elsewhere.

Smart robots awaited their unveiling at the Future
Investment Initiative. The crown prince announced plans
to create a new city on the Red Sea coast, largely staffed
by robots.

The breadth of the proposals has created a
rare sense of dynamism among Saudi
watchers.

“The crown prince is a change agent on a very

big scale, and {hisconferenceisg very big




2017:


From earlier this month, this Friedman piece includes such gems as “he is much more McKinsey than Wahhabi — much more a numbers cruncher than a Quran thumper.”
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Attention: Saudi Prince in a
Hurry

Prince Mohammed bin Salman, right, in 2016.
Fayez Nureldine/Agence France-Presse — Getty Images

@ By Thomas L. Friedman Nov. 7,2017

To understand the upheaval that is taking

place in Saudi Arabia today, you have to start
with the most important political fact about
that country: The dominant shaping political
force there for the past four decades has not
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      [image: image61.jpg]Indeed, there are two things I can say for sure
about him: He is much more McKinsey than
Wahhabi — much more a numbers cruncher
than a Quran thumper. And if he did not exist,
the Saudi system would have had to invent
him. Somebody had to shake up the place.



 

2017:


And finally, the one that inspired it all, a hagiographic ode to royal reform that represents seven decades of strategic policy objectives barely concealed beneath recycled cultural tropes.
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Saudi Arabia’s Arab Spring, at
Last

The crown prince has big plans to bring back a level of
tolerance to his society.

NOVEMBER 23, 2017

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — I never
thought I'd live long enough to
write this sentence: The most
== significant reform process
Thomas - underway anywhere in the Middle
East today is in Saudi Arabia. Yes,

you read that right. Though I came here at the
start of Saudi winter, I found the country going
through its own Arab Spring, Saudi style.

Unlike the other Arab Springs — all of which
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